
There was a time where college campuses were filled with buildings designated for a particular function.  All things 
business were done and studied in the business building.  If Fine Arts was your calling---the Fine Arts building was 
your place of study and so on and so forth.

While some campuses are holding fast to this dynamic, the day of the single-use facility is becoming a thing of the 
past.  Campuses across the country are adopting a mixed-used building model.  This approach has caught fire and 
yields a number of benefits including.

• Higher levels of staff interaction:  With a mixed-use approach, staff members who might not have gotten to 
know one another, now have the opportunity to interact.  These newfound interactions breed creativity and 
help build better students for today and leaders for tomorrow.

• Campus cohesion:  When staff members and students frequently interact, the campus becomes a more 
cohesive environment.  Instead of major-based factions being built, a community of higher learning is created.

• Energy conservation:  Some of the nation’s most aggressive energy conservation and green movements began 
on college campuses. It stands to reason they would be all in on an idea that conserves energy which is precisely 
what a mixed-use building approach does.

• Helps build stronger brands: When on-campus leaders interact on a more regular basis, the campus becomes 
more cohesive, real issues come to the forefront and a stronger academic brand is built.  

Conclusion 
Our campuses are where the future leaders are made.  At a time when funding is a challenge, it’s important to be 
innovative in all phases while honoring their purpose and calling. Setting examples and using resources wisely will 
challenge them to think outside of the box and cultivate the next generation of critical thinkers.  

i Retrieved from https://webcpm.com/Articles/2016/10/01/Academic-Hybrid.aspx Silverberg, Jay 1 October 2016
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About Flagship Facility Services
Flagship was founded in 1988 as a one-person operation, dedicated to the delivery of first-class commercial janitorial services.  
With headquarters in California, we currently provide facilities maintenance solutions to four of the top 10 airports in the nation, 
based on the 2017 JD Powers Airport Satisfaction Rankings. Since entering the market, we have become a recognized leader by 
offering a broad range of facilities services.  With a staff of nearly 4,000 positioned throughout the United States, our broad suite 
of services includes facilities management, planning, culinary, and grounds.  For more information, visit www.flagshipinc.com

As financial challenges for new construction 
continue, it has become increasingly difficult to 

justify single-use facilities.i


